wanted to know whether it was true that a force of unknown
origin was attacking Urga If so, had the commander
of the garrison taken the necessary defensive measures ?
The telegraphist smiled From where he sat, he could
see in the distance part of the town and the stretches of
snow around it Everything was quiet The temple bells
had not yet called the lamas to prayer, and the summit
of the Bogdo-Ula was swathed in the bluish haze which
preceded daybreak
The operator smiled again Really, these people in
Pekin were absurdly nervous It wasn't worth while
waking him up for a yarn like that He had another look
There was nothing to be seen He took off his head-
phones and stretched himself
The aide-de-camp to General Ghu Chi-siang, command-
ing the Chinese garrison in Urga, came in without knock-
ing He went over to the window, and had a long look
at the horizon The operator could see only the back of
him The officer shrugged his shoulders Then, without
turning round, he said
'Get into touch with Pckm Somebody or other has
just spirited the Hutukhtu away *
Tubanov was so proud of himself he could scarcely
breathe Whenever he moved, he felt as though he were
displacing enormous masses of air If he raised his arm,
his outstretched forefinger seemed to discharge a deadly
ray which annihilated everything in its path He amused
himself by running his finger in front of him, decapitating
trees and splitting rocks 'Steady now,' he said to himself,
'mustn't annihilate my own men I may want them
again *
His Tibetans had dismounted and formed a close circle
round the lamas The fight had lasted less than half an
hour They had ridden up to the palace, cut down the
sleeping sentries, made their way into the Living Buddha's
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